
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Notice 
 
This is one of a series of ethical dilemmas published in the Texas Dental Journal between 1993 and 2005. The 
lead author of these dilemmas, Dr. Thomas K. Hasegawa, died tragically in 2005. The dilemmas remain an 
important legacy for dentistry.  
 
Format 
 

Each ethical dilemma was originally introduced in one issue of the Texas Dental Journal with the 
question, “What would you do?” The more expansive analysis of the dilemma was presented in a 
subsequent issue. The second page of this file depicts the cover of the issue containing the analysis of 
the dilemma, not the issue containing the briefer introduction to the dilemma. The ethical dilemmas 
were compiled for digital use by the American College of Dentists in 2008. 

 
Purpose 
 

This ethical dilemma and the other dilemmas in the series are only meant to further your knowledge and 
understanding of dental ethics by presenting, discussing, and analyzing hypothetical ethical dilemmas 
that may occur in dental settings. The dilemmas are not intended to: a) provide legal advice; b) provide 
advice or assistance in the diagnosis or treatment of dental diseases or conditions; or c) provide advice 
or assistance in the management of dental patients, practices, or personnel. 

 
Terms of Use 
 

To use the digital ethical dilemmas in the series, all or part, you must first agree to the Terms of Use 
specified at https://www.dentalethics.org/termsofuse.shtml. By using this dilemma, or any in the series, 
you are affirming your acceptance of said Terms of Use and your concurrence with the Purpose 
presented immediately above.  

 
Permission 
 

The ethical dilemmas are used with the permission of the Texas Dental Journal. 
 
Support 
 

For more information about this series of digital ethical dilemmas, contact: 
 
American College of Dentists  
839J Quince Orchard Boulevard 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878-1614 

301-977-3223 
fax 301-977-3330 

office@acd.org
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Errata for Dilemma 46 
 
The number of the dilemma on 
page 99 is incorrect. It should 
read “Response to Ethical 
Dilemma #46,” not “Response 
to Ethical Dilemma #45.” 














